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143 COLLEGE STREET, 
TORONTO. 


February 7, 1918. 


Sir Robert Falconer, 
Presidént, 

University of Toronto, 
Dear Sir Robert Falconer:- 

I wish to bring to your attention a matter 
concerning the teaching of Orthopaedic Surgery, which 1 am 
forced by circumstances to lay before you, For years it has 
been our eustom to teach Orthopaedic Surgery to classes in the 
from nine to ten-thirty on Wednesdays and from ten- 
thirty to twelve on Fridays. About the middle of last October 
I found that my students were leaving the clinic at about ten 
minutes to ten on Wednesdays and arriving at eleven o¢lock on 
Fridays and on enquiring the cause I was told that the time- 
table had been changed so that the students were required to 
leave our Wednesday clinic early in order to attend a clinical 
lecture by the Professor of Medicine at the General Hospital. 
The trouble on Friday arouse from the fact that the time-table 
rked the hour from ten to eleven as a work hour, not to be 
devoted to clinics, This latter trouble has been adjusted by 
asreement between this department and the department of 


a pe a ee : . 
Paediatrics, 


~ 


I took the matter of the Wednesday clini 
up at once with the Dean who referred me to the fime-table 


Committee After presenting the facts to the Time-table 


Committee, this body agreed with my representations and with 
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February 6, 1918 
the consent of the Dean declared the time-table as published 
to be void as far as Wednesday morning was concerned and direct- 


ed the students involved to attend the clinic in Orthopaedi 


© 


Surgery as formerly, i may point out that this arrangement 
did not destroy the clinic in Medicine as it involves only 


a class of from fifteen to twenty at one time for each tri- 


Qn January léth., 1918 I received the enclosed 
letter from the Professor of Medicine, to which 1 replied as 


ae 


per enclosure. 


This morning the students left the clinic again 
about five minutes to ten, stating that they had received in- 


structions that they must attend the clinic at t) 
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Hospital or run the risk of being counted absent. Upon enquir- 


+ 


ing of the Dean it appears the matter was brought up at the 
Faculty meeting last Friday night by the Professor of Medicine 


and there being no dissenting voice the original time-table 


be 


was reestablished. Upon appealing the matter to the Dean 
have been instructed to lay the facts before you, 

i am asking therefore that the action of the 
Faculty at its last meeting be stayed on the following grounds:- 
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first, that it is not in the interests of the students that the 
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ry which was already muck 
smaller than in any other first class medical school that I 


know of, should be encroached upon, particularly in the middle 
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Pevruary 6 991918, 
>f a war which has made deformity surgery the most important 
of all the branches of general surgery. 


second, The shortening of the period of the clinic from an¥ 


ites to fifty minutes destroys the valu 


4 . . = F A . ral - > T 53 1 
rthopaedieces, a e have no representative on the Faculty t 
9 L e , 
2 > S r ‘> ’ As 4 we. + 2D { * > ‘ ‘i “) ‘ - 
Protessor in charge having been Overseas, 4 Can assure you 


ar ~, + “ci AS CX Af 7 a 7 } - > = “ ran CF Pe | } 
that Professor Starr would be much annoved to find that anv 
¢ Oi) 


Other department had attempted to ride rough shod over us in 


representation of the Professor of Medicine appears to have 
the support of the Faculty is really of no weight when it is 


imc on 3 hat ne \OPannNn 2 = oan o ? - ac 
remembered that no person at the meeting of the Faculty was 


interested in the matter except the Professor himself, 


ho io ee a es mA <4.e"% ‘ 1, = = Mz, f y Pe + 
been nipped in the bud if he had been here, he fact that the 


January 21. oe as 


Dr, Alexander MePhedran, 
Bloor Street West, 
Toronto, 
Dear Dr, lMicPhedran:- 

Your letter of January llth, Re Wednesday 
morning elinics received, I took this matter up with the 
Faculty last October pointing out to them by letter that the 
change in the time-table which had been made without consult- 
ing the Department of Orthopedics would completely ruin the 
teaching of Orthopedic Surgery and requested that unless the 
time-table could be changed back to the former schedule that 
wé be relieved of the teaching for this year, 

The matter was referred to the time-table 
Committeee presided over by Dr, Goldie and I was asked to 
state the case before them. As the result of the conference 
i was instracted be the Time-table Committee and the Dean 


to consider the published. time-tablie for this year as void 


in so far as it applieé to our Wednesday Glinic, The Committee 


considered that no hardship would be done since the change 
would effect only one third of the class each trimester, 


Yours sincerely, 
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